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*Consent Calendar.  Items will be removed from the Consent Calendar on the request of any member of the 
Representative Assembly. 
  
All voting members of the Academic Senate (and others on the ruling of the Chair) shall have the privilege of 
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1. *February 22, 2024 Meeting Summary  3     
2. Announcements by the President – None   
3. Announcements by the Vice Presidents – None  
4. Announcements by the Chancellor – None 
5. Announcements by the Deans, Directors or other Executive Officers – None  
6. Special Orders 

a. Summary of the Chair’s Remarks 
i. Introduction of the Academic Senate’s first sustainability colloquium. 

7. Reports of standing committees 
8.   Petitions of Students 
9.   Unfinished Business 
10. University and Faculty Welfare 
11. New Business 

a. Fossil Fuel-Free Pathway Plan (FFFPP) Presentation by Vice Chancellor Clare  
Shinnerl and Associate Vice Chancellor Jim Carroll 

i. Vice Chancellor Shinnerl and Associate Vice Chancellor and University Architect Carroll 
presented on the FFFPP and discussed the FFFPP report.  

b. Sustainability Efforts in the Office of Research and the Organized Research Units  
by Associate Vice Chancellor Cristina Davis 

i. Associate Vice Chancellor Davis presented on efforts by the Office of Research, Organized 
Research Units, and Special Research Programs toward increasing sustainability on- and off-
campus. 

c. Faculty Panel on Academic/Curricular Sustainability Efforts 
i. Professor Cameron Pittelkow, Department of Plant Sciences 

i. Professor Pittelkow provided a brief overview of sustainability-related topics covered 
in the Department of Plant Sciences curriculum. 

ii. Professor William Horwath, Department of Land, Air and Water Resources 
i. Professor Horwath discussed the formation of the Sustainable Agriculture and Food 

Systems major. 
iii. Professor Christopher Cappa, Department of Civil and Environmental  

Engineering 
i. Professor Cappa highlighted how sustainability is embedded in the Civil and 

Environmental Engineering curriculum and noted that increasing capacity for 
sustainability-related courses is necessary. 

iv. Professor Mark Huising, Department of Neurobiology, Physiology and  
Behavior 

https://ucdavis.box.com/v/fffpp-RA-presentation
https://ucdavis.app.box.com/s/zz6atah1nvhjn9rg4y77ymoe10235dqj
https://ucdavis.box.com/v/OR-RA-presentation
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i. Professor Huising provided recommendations on how to better educate students on 
sustainability-related topics, such as a climate literacy requirement or a “Climate 101” 
course. 

v. Associate Professor Beth Ferguson, Department of Design 
i. Associate Professor Ferguson discussed her “Introduction to Sustainable Design” 

course and highlighted student demand for opportunities to engage in sustainability 
and sustainable activities.  

vi. Action Item – Committees will discuss methods to increase student engagement with 
sustainability-related topics on campus. 

d. Aggie Enterprise Discussion with Vice Chancellor Clare Shinnerl and Assistant  
Vice Chancellor Matthew Okomoto 

ii. Vice Chancellor Shinnerl and Assistant Vice Chancellor and Controller Okomoto presented 
on current challenges the campus is facing with Aggie Enterprise and discussed actions that 
are being taken to address these challenges. 
 

12. Informational Item 
a. Revision of Graduate Council Policy GC1988-01: Designated Emphasis Policy  

and Proposal Guidelines              19 
b. Revision and clarification of Graduate Council Policy GC2005-02: Doctoral  

Qualifying Examinations               54 
c. Revision of Graduate Council Policy GC1998-01: Service on Advanced Degree  

Committees             97 
d. Revision of Undergraduate Instruction and Program Review Schedule     138 
e. Graduate Council Guidance: Summer and Academic Year Expectations     140 

 
 
 

 
 Judy Van de Water, Secretary 
 Representative Assembly of the 
 Davis Division of the Academic Senate 

https://ucdavis.box.com/v/AE-RA-update

