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Advice 
 
CERJ advises that under the Guidelines of the Grade Change Committee (GCC) published in the 
Spring Quarter, 2011 Class Schedule and Registration Guide, page 139, no student’s grade may be 
changed after the student has graduated.  This advice applies to any student who has graduated since 
2002 and any student who graduates in the future when the language of the current Guidelines, “once a 
student has graduated, the individual record is closed and no changes can be made to the record,” 
remains in place. 
 
Rationale 
 
The advice is based on the binding Legislative Ruling 7.07, which states: 
 
The Grade Change Committee (GCC) has exclusive jurisdiction over all grade change requests.  In 
exercising this authority it is fully bound by the Guidelines which it is required to issue on behalf of the 
Division. And it has no authority to change a grade on the basis of a reassessment of the quality of a 
student’s work, even with the concurrence of the student and the faculty member involved.  
 
As noted in the Ruling, GCC “is fully bound by the Guidelines which it is required to issue on behalf of 
the Division.” (These Guidelines do not require approval by the Representative Assembly.) One of 
these published Guidelines states that “once a student has graduated, the individual record is closed and 
no changes can be made to the record.” CERJ has determined that the current Guidelines are consistent 
with the Bylaws and Regulations of the Academic Senate and the Standing Orders of the Regents. 
(While it is true that grades of “I” and “Y” may be changed after graduation, these changes are not 
made by action of GCC and are therefore not subject to this rule.) 
 
The language precluding changes after a student’s graduation has appeared in the Class Schedule and 
Registration Guide’s section on Grade Change Guidelines since at least 2002. It also appears in the 
Faculty Guide. (Both documents are posted on the Registrar’s web site at registrar.ucdavis.edu.) There 
are many practical and equitable principles which provide a rational basis for this published rule, and 
students have a right to rely upon it. 
 
These Grade Change Guidelines are not to be confused with the “guidelines” which previously 
appeared in the Senate manual and which were converted into Regulations by action of the 
Representative Assembly on June 3, 2004. They are also not to be confused with a committee’s 
informal “ground rules” from which the committee could choose to deviate, or standard procedural 
rules which may be suspended under the provisions of Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
Instead, Davis Division Regulation 549(D) specifies that GCC decisions “shall be governed” by those 
Guidelines, and the Legislative Ruling therefore concludes that the Guidelines are fully binding on 
GCC itself and may not be waived on a case-by-case basis. 
 
As a result—even if grade changes were made in violation of Senate legislation at that time—the  
student’s grade cannot at this point be changed.  


