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The Davis Division Committee on Elections, Rules and Jurisdiction has been asked by the Graduate 
Council of the Division whether non-members of the Academic Senate may have voting rights in 
graduate programs of which they are members.

Advice

CERJ advises that nothing in the Code of the Senate prohibits non-members of the Senate having 
voting rights, though any such rights must be granted through explicit provisions of the Bylaws of the 
graduate program.  Approval of graduate program Bylaws is the prerogative of the Graduate Council, 
which may at its discretion approve or deny proposed program Bylaws provisions which restrict the 
voting rights of non-members of the Senate.

Rationale

Davis Division Bylaw 80(B) gives broad powers to the Graduate Council of the Division.  In particular, 
it has the power to “regulate the conduct of graduate work of the Division” and to “coordinate the 
procedures of the various departments and schools on the campus insofar as they relate to the 
conferring of degrees higher than the Bachelor's degree.”  Implicit in these powers is the right to 
establish graduate programs and to approve or disapprove the Bylaws of such programs.  

In addition to the two powers just mentioned, the Graduate Council has the authority to “determine for 
the Division and to make recommendations to the statewide Coordinating Committee on Graduate 
Affairs concerning the qualifications of departments and graduate groups for initiating new programs 
and for making changes in established programs leading to existing graduate degrees.”  The Graduate 
Council, then, has the power to make final decisions on graduate matters on behalf of the Davis 
Division of the Academic Senate.  Graduate programs, which are themselves established by the 
Graduate Council, do not have final say in administering their programs, but only make 
recommendations to the Graduate Council.  In a number of situations, the Graduate Council itself only 
makes recommendations, such as to the Committee on Courses of Instruction (for course approval) or 
the Executive Council (for recommendations for graduation) and does not take final action.

Academic Senate Bylaw 35(C)(2) states that “Only members of the Academic Senate may vote in 
Senate agencies and their committees when those agencies or committees are taking final action on any 
matter for the Academic Senate, or giving advice to University officers or other non-Senate agencies in 
the name of the Senate.”  Since graduate program committees are not taking final action for the 
Academic Senate, the prohibition against voting by non-members of the Senate does not apply in the 
case of votes taken within the program.

However, ASB 35(C)(2) requires that if non-members of the Senate are to have the right to vote, then 
they must be granted that right by explicit Bylaws provisions.  The Bylaws of a graduate program are 
appropriate for granting the right to vote to non-Senate members.

Given the authority of the Graduate Council over Bylaws, any proposal Bylaws from a graduate 
program either granting or restricting the right to vote of non-members of the Senate is subject to 
Graduate Council approval.



Relevant Portions of the Code of the Senate

Academic Senate Bylaw 35(C)(2). Only members of the Academic Senate may vote in 
Senate agencies and their committees when those agencies or committees are taking final 
action on any matter for the Academic Senate, or giving advice to University officers or other 
non-Senate agencies in the name of the Senate. Persons other than Senate members may 
be given the right to vote on other questions, such as those that involve only 
recommendations to other Senate agencies, but only by explicit Bylaw provisions

UCR&J Legislative Ruling 12.75.  Only members of the Academic Senate may vote in 
Senate agencies when those agencies are taking final action on any matter for the Academic 
Senate, or giving advice to University officers or other non-Senate agencies in the name of 
the Senate. Persons other than Senate members may be given the right to vote on other 
questions, such as those that involve only recommendations to other Senate agencies, but 
only by explicit Bylaw provisions. 

Davis Division Bylaw 80(B).  It shall be the duty of the Graduate Council with respect to the 
Davis campus: 
. . . 

4.  To regulate the conduct of graduate work of the Division with a view to the promotion of 
research and learning.
. . . 

8.  To coordinate the procedures of the various departments and schools on the campus 
insofar as they relate to the conferring of degrees higher than the Bachelor's degree.
. . . 

10.  To determine for the Division and to make recommendations to the statewide 
Coordinating Committee on Graduate Affairs concerning the qualifications of departments and 
graduate groups for initiating new programs and for making changes in established programs 
leading to existing graduate degrees.


