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CERJ has been asked by the Chair of the Graduate Program in Agricultural and Resource Economics 
(ARE) about voting procedures within the program.  Specifically, the question was whether program 
Bylaw  amendments can be voted upon electronically, given difficulty in producing a quorum at 
meetings of its faculty.  A related issue that was referred to CERJ was whether a 2/3 vote is needed to 
amend the program Bylaws.

The Graduate Council has adopted a policy whereby every graduate program in the Division must 
adopt a set of Bylaws, and those Bylaws must be approved by the Council.  According to the document 
“Bylaws Guidelines for Graduate Groups and Departmentally-Based Graduate Programs,” October 8, 
2005, “All graduate programs must have approved bylaws.  Graduate programs may not operate under 
bylaws that have not been reviewed and approved by the Graduate Council.”

Authority for this requirement derives from two sections of Davis Division Bylaw 80.  DDB 80(B) lists 
among the duties of the Graduate Council with respect to the Davis campus: “4. To regulate the 
conduct of graduate work of the Division with a view to the promotion of research and learning,” and 
8. “To coordinate the procedures of the various departments and schools on the campus insofar as they 
relate to the conferring of degrees higher than the Bachelor's degree.”

The Bylaws of the ARE graduate program have never been approved by the Graduate Council.  Thus, 
according to Graduate Council policy, they may not operate under the existing Bylaws.  

CERJ advises that the faculty making up the ARE graduate program submit Bylaws for approval by the 
Graduate Council as soon as possible.  Included in the Bylaws should be provisions for electronic 
ballot (if desired) as well as procedures for amending the Bylaws. (Provisions for voting procedures are 
in fact required in all program Bylaws by the Graduate Council.) 

Since it is not operating under approved Bylaws, and the unapproved Bylaws do not contain provisions 
regarding voting procedures, some other procedure will have to be employed in order to obtain 
approval for the Bylaws to be sent to the Graduate Council for approval.  CERJ advises that the 
Graduate Council be consulted for guidance on this matter.  As other graduate programs were required 
to develop Bylaws a few years ago, presumably the ARE program should follow the same procedures 
as they have followed in submitting Bylaws for approval.  


