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CERJ advises that there are two ways to handle a vote of no confidence by a college division's faculty.  
CERJ believes that the first method is greatly preferable to the second, for several reasons.  1) the general 
membership of the Davis Division is not familiar at first hand with the actions of the dean.  2)  The 
process involved in the first method is more efficient and less demanding on time and resources.  3)  The 
appropriate recipient of the information that the faculty has voted no confidence is the Chief Campus 
Officer, rather than the President or Board of Regents. 

Method 1 
Executive Council to Chief Campus Officer 
 
DDB 73(C)(3) states as one of the powers of the Executive Council: "To advise the Chief Campus Officer 
on the performance of principal administrative officers such as vice chancellors, deans, and associate 
deans." 
 
If the college division's faculty voted no confidence in its dean, the Executive Council could then advise 
the Chief Campus Officer that the dean's performance is unsatisfactory to the faculty of the division of the 
college. 
 

Method 2 
Davis Division to the President or Board of Regents 
 
Standing Order of the Regents (SOR) 105.2.e states: The Academic Senate shall have the right to lay 
before the Board, but only through the President, its views on any matter pertaining to the conduct and 
welfare of the University." 
 

This authority is fleshed out in systemwide Bylaw 311: 

"B. Resolutions; Memorials 

1. Each Division may transmit resolutions on any matter of University concern directly to the 
President, with copies to the Assembly. Such resolutions may also be transmitted to the Assembly 
for its consideration and concurrence; or the Assembly may originate and transmit such resolutions. 

2.  Memorials to The Regents on any matter of University concern may be originated either by a 
Division or by the Assembly but no memorial shall be transmitted to the President to be laid before 
The Regents unless it has been approved by a mail ballot submitted to the voting members of the 
Senate." 

 

Resolutions and Memorials are further defined in Bylaw 90. 



At the Divisional level, the relevant Bylaw is I(B), which spells out the authority of the Davis Division: 

Subject to the provisions of the Bylaws of the Academic Senate, the Davis Division is authorized to 
receive and consider reports and recommendations from the Faculties of colleges and schools located 
wholly or partly on the Davis campus, from its divisional committees, from local administrative officers, 
and from the other Divisions. It is authorized to originate and take final action on legislation substantially 
affecting only the Davis Division; to establish Faculties in schools and colleges located wholly on the 
Davis campus, to transmit directly to the President resolutions on any matter of University concern, 
subject to the provisions of University Academic Senate Bylaw 311; and to submit reports and 
recommendations to the Senate or to the Assembly concerning changes in Senate legislation and such 
other matters as it may deem appropriate. 

The mechanism for a vote initiated by faculty members is spelled out in DDB 17, Ballots on Issues, 
which begins as follows: 

"Any issue must be submitted to a ballot of the Division at the request of (1) the President of the 
Academic Senate or (2) the Chief Campus Officer, acting through the Chair of the Division with the 
consent of the Executive Council (3) the Executive Council, (4) the Representative Assembly by 
resolution adopted at a duly called meeting or (5) 50 voting members of the Division presented in a 
written petition." 

The only references to balloting in the College of Letters and Science Bylaws concerns election of 
representatives to the College Assembly, policy decisions made by the Assembly, and Bylaws and 
Regulations adopted by the Assembly.  There is no apparent mechanism for a ballot by resolution. 

Under this method, the appropriate vehicle for a vote of no confidence would be in the form of a 
resolution or memorial on the part of the Davis Division.  Only the Division is empowered to bring a 
resolution or memorial before the President.  Doing so would require a vote of the membership of the 
Davis Division, which presumably be triggered by a petition of voting members of the Davis Division. 


