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Background 
 
Committee on Committees Chair Craig Tracy has asked CERJ to review Senate authority 
regarding the appointment of Academic Senate members to administrative committees. 
 

 
Advice 

 
Davis Division Bylaws give the Executive Council the responsibility to 
 

be available for consultation with the Chief Campus Officer concerning the 
establishment of Administrative task forces, and communicate with appropriate 
Divisional committees relative to the establishment of task forces by the campus 
Administration.  (Davis Division Bylaw 73(C)(2).) 
 

Administration requests for the appointment of Academic Senate representatives on 
administrative task forces--or any administrative committee, however styled--should therefore be 
addressed to the Executive Council through the Chair of the Division.  The Executive Council 
may delegate the appointment authority to the Chair, to the Committee on Committees, or to the 
appropriate standing committee, subject to the provision that 
 

No member of the Division holding an administrative title of Chancellor, Vice 
Chancellor, Provost, Vice Provost, Dean, Associate Dean or titles with equivalent 
levels of administrative responsibility may serve as a member of a divisional 
committee or as a representative of the Davis Division to any taskforce, 
committee, or agency (except in a non-voting, ex officio capacity.) These 
restrictions do not apply to chairs of academic departments or programs.  (Davis 
Division Bylaw 28(C).) 

 
Only Academic Senate members appointed by the Division in this manner may be regarded as 
being representatives of the Academic Senate. 
 
In instances where the administration appoints Senate members to administrative committees 
without following these procedures, 

 
Lacking formal connection to the Senate, such committees cannot provide advice 
to the Administration on behalf of the Senate as called for in the Standing Orders. 
The formation of an administrative advisory committee does not represent 
consultation with the Senate.  (Mending the Wall: Report of the Special 
Committee on Shared Governance and Senate Operations (December 13, 2004), 
Section 2.3.) 


