
 

Davis Division Academic Senate
Request for Consultation Responses

Name Change Request Proposal: Human and Community Development

May 8, 2012 

A proposal has been received to change the name of Human and Community Development to
Human Ecology. A web link to the Division's February 24, 2011, response sited in the proposal, is
provided. 



Graduate Council

April 19, 2012 10:48 AM

 

RE: Name Change Request Proposal: Human and Community Development

Graduate Council supports the merger of Department of Human and Community Development with
Environmental Design into a new department known as Human Ecology. Graduate Council
consulted three graduate programs regarding the possible impact on graduate education (see
below).  In the event that the department decides at a later date to develop a PhD program in Human
Ecology, before the matter is brought to Graduate Council, our expectation is that the graduate
programs in Ecology and Anthropology will be consulted.   

Response from Graduate Program in Ecology:

“I met with the Ecology Executive Committee and had an email discussion with our faculty in
Environmental Policy and Human Ecology about the proposal for a Human Ecology Department.
The consensus was that little confusion was anticipated to arise from the similarity in names between
these entities. 
 
We appreciate you and Graduate Council bringing this issue to our attention. Should the Human
Ecology Department propose to create a graduate group this could indeed create confusion.
Therefore we would like to be kept in the loop should any such plans arise .” Sharon P. Lawler,
Chair, Graduate Group in Ecology

 

Response from Graduate Program in Psychology:

“I am writing in response to your request for feedback from the Department of Psychology
about the proposal to change the name of the Department of Human and Community
Development and Environmental Design to the Department of “Human Ecology.” The
Psychology Department met to discuss the name change on Wednesday, April 11, 2012. The
department fully supports the change and believes that it has both pedagogical and practical
merit.

Our support of the name change is in contradiction to statements in Chair Powell’s letter of
February 24, 2011, in which the department is said to object to it. We have no idea where the
objection originated since your request was the first that we had heard of the issue. Thus, we
would like to set the record straight and state our unequivocal support for the name
“Department of Human Ecology .” Debra Long, Chair, Department of Psychology

Response from Graduate Program in Anthropology:

“We do not feel that the Anthropology department owns the very general term "Human Ecology",
and thus we do not oppose its use by CAES for their newly combined department. This name was
probably a difficult decision and most likely a compromise because it sounds good and has low
salience to the groups being amalgamated. We also hope that they might continue to hire
anthropologists as faculty in this new department and continue to communicate with Anthropology as
it will benefit the programs in both departments. If, however, they decide at a later date to develop a
PhD program in Human Ecology, we ask that both the Graduate Group in Ecology (Environmental
Policy and Human Ecology Area of Emphasis) and Department of Anthropology be consulted. We
wish them much success with their new department .” Li Zhang, Professor and Chair, Department of



wish them much success with their new department .” Li Zhang, Professor and Chair, Department of
Anthropology. 

 

 

 



Undergraduate Council

May 14, 2012 12:30 PM

 The Undergraduate Council support the name change from Human and Community Development to
Human Ecology and is pleased by the perceived faculty energy around this name.  Furthermore,
members of the committee from Psychology would like to reiterate that there is no concern from the
Department of Psychology and other members opined that Human Ecology is a logical home for
Textlies and Clothing, a practice that occurs at other institutions


