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December 19, 2014

To:

Academic Senate Committees

From:

Gina Anderson, Executive Director

Subject:

UC Davis Academic Calendar 2016-17 through 2022-23

On Tuesday, December 16, 2014, the Academic Senate Office learned that the
proposed UC Davis academic calendar was approved by UC Provost Aimee Dorr
except the proposal for Academic Year 2020-21 (see enclosed).
The Academic Senate was consulted about the proposed changes to the academic
calendar and submitted feedback spring quarter 2014. The approved academic
calendar eliminates Saturday finals. In addition the total instructional days each quarter
has changed to fall-50, winter-48 and spring-48.
This is an informational item. No response is requested. Questions should be
directed to the University Registrar, Elias Lopez at eslopez@ucdavis.edu.
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CHANCELLORS
Dear Colleagues:
Thank you for submitting proposed calendars for review and approval.
For the campuses on the semester calendar, I am pleased to approve proposed calendars for
2017-18 through 2020-21. I also request that you submit an additional two years, 2021-22 and
2022-23, so that all UC campuses are on the same calendar review period. Please submit
proposed calendars for 2021-22 and 2022-23 by January 31,2015.
For the campuses on the quarter calendar, I am pleased to approve the calendars for academic
years 2017-18 through 2019-20 and for 2021-22 through 2022-23.
As for the 2020-21 calendar, I am going to hold off on any action until later this year for the
following reason. In fall 2020 the usual date for residence hall move-in for quarter campuses
coincides with Rosh Hashanah and triggers the religious holiday conflict policy. In their
proposed calendars, all quarter campuses except UC Davis handle this by delaying the start of
instruction by one week, to October 1, 2020. This results in a shorter winter break from three
weeks to two.
This year, 2014-15, also presented a calendaring challenge- the first day of instruction for
quarter campuses would have coincided with the first day of Rosh Hashanah. Campuses
accommodated this by delaying the start of instruction to October 2, 2014, which shortened the
winter break from three weeks to two. I have been advised by campus leaders that the shortened
winter break may cause significant hardship for faculty, students, and staff, particularly in
connection with calendaring final exams, timely submission of grades, and course and grading
complications that extend into and affect course enrollment in the winter quarter.
The policy on conflict with religious holidays provides an exception for those instances in which
overriding academic or administrative considerations would make unworkable a calendar that
would not create a conflict between observance of a major religious holiday and residence hall
move-in dates.
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Accordingly I have decided to delay the decision on the quarter campuses' proposed calendar for
2020-21 until after the beginning of the 2015 winter term. This will allow the experience of this
year to inform my decision on the 2020-21 calendar.

mee Dorr, Provost
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
cc:
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